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OUR LAVENDER 


FROM THE EDITOR | BY RYAN PATCHIN 


Pandemic Passion Prospects 


What a year for romance. Twelve months 
ago, we'd heard the word coronavirus but 
it hadn't become the imprisoning force that 
would expeditiously reshape human life. A lot 
of relationships broke under the stress brought 
on by COVID-19. Many relationships never saw 
their start—sidelined by that same monster. 

In March of 2020, CNN published an ar- 
ticle titled “Сап Your Marriage Survive the 
Coronavirus?" The piece detailed the stressors 
brought on by domestic confinement. The au- 
thor pushed communication, levity, and routine 
as the driving force in maintaining a healthy 
relationship. The same month, New York City 
divorce powerhouse Schulte Roth & Zabel re- 
ported a 5096 increase in people seeking rep- 
resentation for divorce. Founding member, 
divorce attorney William D. Zabel said at the 
time that his colleagues were already reporting 
the same. 

While dating apps have never seen more 
activity, dating itself slipped into a relentless 
lull. Cold weather and closed doors limited our 
options for 3D dating and brought about virtual 


dates, where we interviewed for the chance to 
date later. One of those proved enough for me. 

I found that with each match came a new 
set of (mostly politically motivated) boundar- 
ies and expectations. People wore their beliefs 
and values on their (digital) sleeves in ways I'd 
never seen. People took a side and dug in. With 
confidence. 

*Novel coronavirus" was the verbal packag- 
ing that I initially came across that described 
the contagion sweeping the globe. Novel mean- 
ing “new” and coronavirus meaning “doctor 
things,"—they were two words that would 
change life on Earth. We watched from half a 
world away as it crept across the ocean to our 
shores and it hammered down. 

Taking in all the information I could, from a 
diverse body of sources, I formulated my level of 
concern and made a point to be respectful others’. 
I took a spectators' view as the world changed 
around me—and I did my best to keep up. 

One year later, we find ourselves in a simi- 
lar holding pattern. Гуе purchased at least 
eight masks, and I still forget them in my car. 


OUR LAVENDER 


Ive struck out on hand sanitizer countless 
times, saturating my hands in a foul scent, or 
a watered-down consistency—I even broke the 
pump thing once. I spent too much on cycling 
crap. I went on a masked date. 

I experienced mild discomfort. In hind- 
sight, the toughest part was not knowing what 
we were up against. How serious is this? When 
can commerce resume? Am I pandemic-ing 
correctly? 

And now we know. We have a year of data 
letting us know who is most at risk and why. 
A vaccine is rapidly making its way around 
the world. Restaurants and retail have adapted 
their facilities to allow for safe patronage. The 
world is united in the push to eradicate COV- 
ID-19 from human life. 

2021 brings an opportunity to connect. It’s 
legal again. It’s time to make up for those con- 
nections that went unconnected. Reach out, it’s 
good for you. Sign in to that app and get swip- 
ing—or better yet, start over. New photos, new 
profile, new outlook, new year. 

It’s time to be brand new. Ё 


AWORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Romance and Relationships: Clear on the Concept? 


Romance and Relationships would seem, logi- 
cally, to pair seamlessly, like Love and Marriage, 
though upon closer scrutiny all pairings will re- 
veal fences, defenses, bulwarks within and with- 
out that create barriers between those involved 
that put New Jersey gerrymanders to shame. 

To paraphrase comedian Henny Youngman’s 
iconic paraprosdokian concerning spouse Rose, 
“Take Romance ....Please,” The word “romance” 
itself is slippery, and may apply equally to a book, 
a Latin-based European language, or a mesmer- 
izing, heart-thumping desire for another living 
being. In the latter overwhelming emotion lies 
danger; hidden shoals; undertows; keel-shred- 
ding reefs. Edward VIII’s abdication of the Brit- 
ish throne for the twice-divorced Lady from Bal- 
timore was a Romance heard round the world, 
but the truth, later revealed was less ... well, less 
Romantic. 

Re-view that bleak Christmas tale, A Lion in 
Winter, plenty of relationships, little romance, 
prefiguring in 1183 the 1960s dysfunctionals in 
Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?" where fictional 
Martha and George's frictions are outshone by 
the viewing public's knowledge of the pyrotech- 
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nics of real-life Liz and Richard. Their Relation- 
ships and Romances surge beyond the bearing of 
the average nervous system. 

The Greeks acknowledged four types of Love 
(another large word that can fill the interstices of 
Romance and Relationships. Eros, or erotic love 
is what consumes one in the beginning of many 
relationships, that madly, totally consuming 
thing, eventually runing off the rails or cooling 
into Philio, the strong, deep, abiding friendship. 
Storge spoke to love of parents, siblings and chil- 
dren, while Agape encompassed one’s love for 
country, humankind, gods, nature. 

Romance developed from Romanus-Rome 
and Romans-and by the Middle Ages begat Ro- 
manice, “written in the vernacular,” i.e., not Latin, 
and thence to romans and romances, metrical 
tales of valor, knighthood, derring-do, and Love, 
in all its ramifications. "Romance" then described 
those Latin-derived tongues mentioned above, 
including French, Italian, Spanish, while “Ro- 
mantic," in English, described a broad range of 
things beyond inventive storytelling, now includ- 
ing types of mythic scenery and paintings. “Ro- 
mance," of course, is also a genre of English novel 


suffused with love romance and relationships, 
high adventures that may soar into realms of im- 
probability and treacle. Romantic here becomes 
logic's antithesis. 

Western Civilization has embraced Romantic 
eras, 1780-1850, 1850-1905 producing Goethe's 
Faust, Hugo's Les Miserables, Wagner's thunder- 
ing oeuvre, and branching further into symbol- 
ism, naturalism, and Impressionism, imploding 
in 1914. 

"Relationships" is as broad a rubric as “Ro- 
mance," subsuming any two or more people 
who ally for any activity from fishing buddies to 
anarchist cells. Around Valentine's Day, most of 
us think of relationships with that special other," 
though "other" now may be more heterogeneous 
than was acknowledged in, say, 1954. 

It's good to ponder just what one's own ro- 
mantic impulses are, which relationships we want 
to encourage, and which of them might want to 
encourage us; they're not always the same. As 
ever, romance remains ever slippery, evanescent, 
encouraged as much by our neural pathways and 
electrical pulses than by the transit of the gibbous 
moon. Ё 


OUR SCENE 


ARTS & CULTURE | COMING ATTRACTIONS | BY BRETT BURGER 


STREAMING WARS: 


NETFLIX ORIGI 


The streaming wars have been a hot topic 
of conversation amongst TV and movie buffs, 
heating up over the last couple years. Cutting 
the cord and moving more towards countless 
streaming services appears to be the new 
status quo. With that, and the speed at which 
these companies have evolved, many are not 
only hosting current TV shows but creating 
their own original content. There is a lot...and 
I mean a lot. So over the next couple issues, I 
wanted to shout out some of my favorite origi- 
nal content from each streaming service. This 
week we're starting with the OG, Netflix. 


THE QUEEN'S GAMBIT 

Starring Anya Taylor-Joy, The Queen's Gam- 
bit is based on a 1983 novel of the same name. 
After nine-year-old Beth loses her mother 
during a tragic car accident, she's placed in 
an orphanage where she stumbles upon the 
custodian playing chess one day. She takes an 
interest in it and quickly becomes an incred- 
ible player. As she grows up and is adopted she 
begins playing competitive chess which sets up 
the rest of the series, as she climbs the ranks to 
ultimately try to become a master chess player. 

It takes place from the mid 1950s into the 
1960s, which means, yes, the period fashion is 
on point. It's visually stunning. Taylor-Joy's per- 
formance is truly impeccable and is a shoe-in 
for an Emmy nomination this year. After four 
weeks, the show became the most-watched 
scripted miniseries and also was credited for 
increasing a public interest in chess. 


THE UMBRELLA ACADEMY 

The events of The Umbrella Academy start 
when 43 women around the globe simultane- 
ously give birth on October 1st exactly at 12 
p.m. The kicker? АП of these women were not 
pregnant before and showed no signs of being 
pregnant. A billionaire adopted seven of them 
after discovering they also have super powers. 
As they grew up to become a superhero team, 
one of the children, Vanya, was left out—told 
she didn't have super powers. 


Photo courtesy of BigStock/Vantage.DS 


NALS 


Now I will say the first two seasons kind of 
suffer the same climax in terms of the conflict 
in the plot, however it's a good enough show 
that it didn't cause an issue for me. It has a 
great cast including Elliot Page! 


OZARK 

This show is a bit darker than the others, 
however it's a must watch. Jason Batemen 
and Laura Linney lead this cast as husband 
and wife. After Bateman's money laundering 
scheme for a drug cartel goes south, he at- 
tempts to make things better. He moves his 
family from Chicago to the Ozarks in Missouri, 
in hopes of setting up an even larger money 
scheme. You can imagine that it doesn't go as 
planned and his family must survive dangers 
from all directions. The show is incredibly 
acted, specifically by Linney and Julia Garner.. 


Garner won an Emmy for Supporting Actress 
in a Drama series two years in a row for her 
portrayal as Ruth. 


BOJACK HORSEMAN 


If you're a fan of longer shows because you 
want to be invested in the characters, look no 
further. BoJack Horseman is six seasons deep, 
with 77 episodes—and sits in the first chapter 
of quarantine for me in 2020. I watched the 
entire thing in probably a month. Don't let the 
animation style fool you, it's dark. Really dark. 
BoJack is a washed up TV actor who is trying 
his best to get his life back together. The show 
does deal with some heavy topics as well. 

Looking for something more? Other shows 
I really enjoyed from Netflix include The Chill- 
ing Adventures of Sabrina, The Crown, Stranger 
Things, Grace and Frankie and Dead to Me. Ё 
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OUR SCENE 


EAT THE MENU | BY HOLLY PETERSON 


COVID CUISINE 


We are halfway through winter and chances 
are good that you are looking for some fresh 
restaurant options to get you through your win- 
ter doldrums. I had the opportunity to check 
out two local Minneapolis favorites: the Sample 
Room and Trio Plant Based. Whether you’re 
looking for a locally sourced meal made in a 
scratch kitchen or vegan takes on American 
bar favorites and soul food, I can guarantee that 
you will love both eateries just as much as I do. 

The Sample Room has been a much beloved 
staple of Northeast Minneapolis for 18 years. 
This longevity belies the restaurant’s commit- 
ment to creating unique dishes with quality, 
locally sourced ingredients from Midwestern 
favorites like Dragsmith, Peterson’s, and 
Franklin Street Bakery. Longtime chef Ash- 
ley Estrada has crafted a menu full of hearty 
sandwiches and beautiful entrées, each more 
mouthwatering than the last. 

At the time of this writing, indoor dining at 
the Sample Room is still closed, but the restau- 
rant has heated outdoor seating options and 
take out is available. Once it is safe to do so, 
I strongly recommend eating inside as well. 
The interior of The Sample Room is beautiful: 
its original tin ceiling and huge front windows 
make the otherwise cozy restaurant feel in- 
credibly spacious. It is ideal for a romantic eve- 
ning out with your special someone. 

If you are looking for a unique way to en- 
joy the fare from The Sample Room, the res- 
taurant has been selling meal kits during the 
pandemic, giving its patrons the opportunity to 
create their own culinary masterpieces right in 
their own kitchens. Whether you are looking 
for a fresh idea for an at-home date night or just 
want to expand your quarantine skillset, this is 
a fun way to experience The Sample Room. 

The menu at The Sample Room has two 
parts: a set of classic sandwiches and burg- 
ers that are always available, and a rotating of 
menu of entrees and sides. 

Chef Estrada is gifted at turning even the 
most basic sandwich into a work of culinary 
art. The classic ham and cheese sandwich is 
transformed at her hands, topped with butter- 
nut squash and huckleberry jam, making for 
a sweet and salty delight. Similarly, Estrada is 
constantly reworking the veggie sandwich so it 
stays as seasonal as possible. Currently a cheesy 
tour de force: loaded with mushrooms, squash, 
and red peppers, this sandwich is an easy 10. 


The Bottineau Burger is another a perma- 
nent fixture on The Sample Room menu. The 
burger is tender, juicy, impeccably charred, 
and topped with delicate slabs of pork belly that 
melt right in your mouth. Add a little cheddar 
cheese, brandied onion, and smoked tomato 
aioli for good measure, and this is a burger that 
will stay on your mind long after you have fin- 
ished eating. 

All sandwiches and burgers are served with 
hand-cut fries or a salad. I am usually a side 
salad kind of person and the root vegetable 
salad does not disappoint, packed with nutrient 
dense ingredients like quinoa, pumpkin seeds, 
and parsnips. The hand-cut fries at The Sam- 
ple Room are also an absolute treat: crunchy, 
coated with parmesan, and surprisingly good 
at traveling. 

Ifyou have not eaten at The Sample Room in 
awhile, make sure you check out their rotating 
menu. Estrada recently added a lamp chop en- 
trée to the menu that I have not stopped talking 
about since I ate it. Nestled on a bright green 
bed of pureed peas and topped with a spoon- 
ful of huckleberry, this lamb chop is as much 
a treat for your eyes as it is your tastebuds. 
Against all odds, Estrada manages to beauti- 


fully plate this dish in a to-go platter, which I 
think we can all agree is an achievement in and 
of itself. 

Perhaps best of all, though, is the shrimp 
and grits. Estrada swears by Mississippi com- 
pany Grit Girl, but the grits can only do so 
much on their own. Estrada crafts a cheesy 
entrée, sprinkles it with fresh, crunchy chives 
and tops it off with several Cajun shrimp. 

For those of you who are craving a little 
something extra on the side, why not try the 
brussels sprouts? Glazed with maple syrup and 
soy sauce and sprinkled with a generous hand- 
ful of benne seeds, this dish is as crunchy as it is 
moist, and loaded with sweet, savory, and salty 
flavors. As an added perk, you do not have to 
worry about over ordering the brussels sprouts 
as they keep incredibly well. I have been nib- 
bling on my side of brussels sprouts for the last 
week and although they have lost a little in the 
way of texture, they are still delicious. 

The Sample Room has been a part of the 
Minneapolis foodie scene for almost two de- 
cades. If you have not yet had the pleasure of 
experiencing this local favorite, it is past time. 
Whether you are ordering in, eating outside, or 
trying your own hand at crafting these culinary 
delights, make sure you check out this North- 
east favorite. 


Call or order online today 
https://the-sample-room.com/ 
612.789.0333 
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BY HOLLY PETERSON 


Vegan food has officially taken root across 
the Twin Cities. From J. Selby's to the Her- 
bivorous Butcher to Vegan East - there are so 
many places offering high quality vegan food. 
As a non-vegan who loves tasty things, each 
and every single one of these restaurants has 
a special place in my heart, but in the last year, 
Trio Plant Based has become an absolute fa- 
vorite. Whether you are looking for vegan soul 
food, a plant-based spin on classic bar staples, 
or just something sweet and cruelty-free, Trio 
Plant Based has got you covered. 

As of the writing of this piece, there is no 
seating at Trio due to the pandemic restric- 
tions, but everything I have had from Trio 
travels well. You can order through DoorDash, 
Postmates, call in directly, or stop by and order 
yourself. Trio is right off the Garfield Parking 
Lot, which makes the restaurant surprisingly 
accessible by car despite its location in a busy 
part of Uptown. 

The inside of Trio Plant Based is bright, 
clean, and modern. The walls are covered in 
art that celebrates Black lives, social justice, 
and Minneapolis. The tabletops are beautiful, 
upcycled wood and the chairs are bright green, 
leaf-shaped things, which lends a fun plant- 
based aesthetic to the restaurant. It is the ideal 
spot for a casual date night or a long lunch. 

Every dish at Trio is crafted with care and 
that takes time, so be prepared to wait a little. If 
you order take out in person, treat yourself to 
a lemonade or a giant cookie and take a walk 
around the block while you wait for your food. 
'This summer it was not uncommon for me to 
buy a strawberry lemonade when I ordered, 
walk around the block a few times to check out 
the latest additions to the Uptown murals, and 
return to pick up my meal - and maybe buy 
a second strawberry lemonade. Have I men- 
tioned that I love Trio's strawberry lemonade? 

'Trio Plant Based has blessed us with a large 
menu. There are classic vegan appetizers like 
cauliflower wings, nachos, and loaded fries 
that are sure to set you salivating and plenty of 
wraps and tacos that prove exactly how hearty 
plant-based food can be. 

Everything at Trio is great, but the burg- 
ers and soul food are something else entirely. 
The Mac Attack Burger is one of the most 
deliciously messy burgers I have ever had the 
pleasure of eating. The combo of the creamy 
buffalo mac and vegan burger on top of a per- 
fectly toasted bun cannot be beat. 

The fiesta burger, which is loaded with a 
fresh scoop of guacamole, is my personal go-to, 
although I am trying to work my way through 
the entire menu. And the fries are unreal: coat- 
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ed in Cajun seasoning, these thin-cut fries are 
hot, crunchy, and impossible to save. I dare you 
to try to get your burger all the way home with- 
out eating at least half of those fries. 

'The Soul Bowl is probably Trio's most sig- 
nature dish and is the ultimate combination of 
all the soul food favorites that the restaurant 
has to offer: collard greens, corn bread with 
maple butter, and the classic vegan mac and 
cheese all in one flawless bowl. You can add 
jackfruit riblets to the Soul Bowl or, if you want 
to customize even further, the Soul Food Plat- 
ter can include yams or slaw. With house-made 
sauces and great flavor all around, you cannot 
go wrong with any of Trio's soul food options. 

If you have room for something sweet, my 
go-to dessert at Trio is Lillian's Sweet Potato 
Pie. The sweet potato does the heavy lifting on 
this one, making for a sweet, earthy filling on a 
flakey crust. Or maybe you want a cookie the 
size of your face — Trio has that, too. It is big 
enough to split with your special someone at 


the end of a meal, but I won't judge if you want 
scarf that bad boy down all by your lonesome. 

Clearly, I love the food at Trio Plant Based, 
but the food is only half of the appeal. Trio has 
become a favorite of mine because its owner: 
Louis Hunter. Hunter has been heavily in- 
volved in the movement for Black lives and is 
dedicated to giving back to his community. 

A restaurant does not have to be more than 
a restaurant, and we all know how tough the 
last year has been for the service industry, but 
even in a year like 2020, Hunter found ways 
to give back. Trio donated 300 Soul Bowls to 
people who needed food during the uprising 
and ran a toy drive to help struggling families 
this winter. 

When you eat at Trio Plant Based you are 
not only getting a kick-ass meatless burger or 
a mouth-watering vegan mac and cheese: you 
are also supporting a restaurant with a mission 
to give back. 

Go for the food. Stay for the heart. 

And also that strawberry lemonade. You're 
definitely going to want to stay for the lemon- 
ade. Е 


https://www.trioplant-based.com/ 
(612) 326-1326 
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* Uptown Fitness is open and 


Live х А onestep further. 
training members in person again. 


* We have always specialized in 
small group training. Our maximum 
of 4 members with a coach still 
stands and is perfect for the new 
normal of social distancing. 


* We have the procedures and 
protocols in place to be the safest, 
best and most results-oriented 
gym around 


* We're about serving the community. 
We believe in inclusivity, and believe 
racism and hate have no place 
in this world. 
ans a 
XX M EXPERIENCES FINE DINING - INTIMATE LODGING 
E vp 


* Call or visit our website to schedule 
your "No Sweat Intro" to get started. 


612-315-4152 1207 Lagoon Ave. 
www.uptownfitnessmn.com Minneapolis 


Celebrating over 86 years with\great 
deals on wine, spirits, and beers! 


Visit us online at www.haskells.com 
12800248 072S LE OO 


We deliver everywhere in the metropolitan area 


Il Metro locations! 
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OUR SCENE 


When Europe welcomes visitors once 
more, tourists will descend, with pent-up fer- 
vor, on the bold-name capitols topping every 
to-do list. But crowds of gawkers are no one's 
idea of a good time, and pose risks to health. 
Here are some sweet alternatives to those pop- 
ular destinations—lesser-known towns bloom- 
ing with their own special history, culture and 
good food. 

Instead of elbowing other tourists in Vien- 
na, head to Graz, Austria's second-largest city. 
Consider it the L.A. of Austria (but far easier 
to savor). Both are blessed with a quasi-Med- 
iterranean climate, fostering not only a lush 
market basket of edibles but a laid-back way 
of life. And while Los Angeles makes do with 
nicknames like LaLa Land, Graz has earned 
far more intriguing titles. UNESCO dubbed it 
a City of Design. Foodies name it the City of 
Culinary Delights. It’s also known as the Green 
Heart of Austria for its surrounding fields and 
forests, luring tourists since Roman times. 

Gracious Graz is easily walkable—unless 
you count the 300 steps to the forested mini- 
mountain called Schlossberg rising from the 
heart of the city, offering spectacular views of 
the sprawling red-tiled roofs below. Or reach 
the pinnacle via an elevator built within the 
mountain, whose tunnel doubles as a perfor- 
mance space. 

Spot that blue glass whale beached beside 
the river? It's actually a modern art museum, 
nicknamed the Friendly Alien. And the shops 
behind it, rejuvenating a once-dodgy neighbor- 
hood, are just as contemporary, offering trendy 
jewelry, designer specs, and artisanal pottery. 

In front of the Alien stretches the bridge 
across the river, whose rampaging waters are 
punctuated by an island sporting an outdoor 
café. Another open-air café beckons atop near- 
by K&O, Austria’s largest department store. 
Bonus: another scenic overlook while you sip 
a cup of tea. 

From there, it's a short trek to the city's 
most-visited attraction, the Landeszeughaus 
Armory, showcasing old-time swords, lances, 
muskets, pistols, helmets—the largest collec- 
tion in the world—a sort of Salvation Army 
outlet for cast-off means of doing someone in. 

The museum quarter called Joanneum fea- 
tures a cache of collections housed underneath 
a concrete plaza. A favorite: the Neue Museum, 
with its stroll through Austria’s recent art, from 
Impressionism and Realism to the sometimes- 
startling post war Avant Garde. The town’s 
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ALTERNATE DESTINATIONS - EUROPE WITHOUT THE CROWDS 
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majestic cathedral is famed for a cautionary 
fresco titled “The Plagues of God.” Be good, it 
counsels, or He’ll send plagues of locusts. And 
Turks. 

The Stadtpfarrkirche of 1439 claims brag- 
ging rights for its glorious altarpiece by Italian 
painter Tintoretto. An equally brilliant mod- 
ern stained-glass window depicts Jesus being 
mocked; observant eyes can spot Hitler and 
Mussolini jeering in the crowd. 

Time for some of those promised culinary 
delights. Altsteirische Schmankerlstube is a 
cozy eatery that’s been around forever, entic- 
ing visitors with the likes of creamy garlic soup, 
roast pork with sauerkraut and dumplings, 
wiener schnitzel—and, for dessert, if you still 
can lift a spoon, pumpkinseed ice parfait, made 
from the town’s most celebrated vegetable. 

Glockenspiel Square offers another inviting 
table: Glockenbrau celebrates the region’s clas- 
sic comfort food like krausflerl (cabbage and 
bacon tossed with pasta) delivered by a weight- 
lifting fraulein with four formidable steins of 
beer in one fist, two platters in the other. By 
the time everybody clinks, “Prost!” it’s time for 
another round. Cast your eyes (and your cam- 
era) upward to the square’s clocktower where, 


as a tune peals forth, a little door opens and 
out twirls a tiny farmer in lederhosen, stein in 
hand, as his pirouetting sweetheart waves her 
hankie. 

Discover the source of all things tasty at 
Kaiser Josef Markt. Stalls burst with sweet 
apples, hearty sausages, creamy cheeses, and 
pumpkin everything, from seeds to the cov- 
eted pumpkinseed oil that flavors edibles from 
salads to ice cream. Behind the busy market 
rises the elegant Baroque opera house, another 
reminder that Graz is not all that far from Italy. 
www.visitgraz.com. 

Madrid is crazy-busy, and it's big. Instead, 
head to Pamplona, known for July's frenzied 
Running of the Bulls. But not then; choose an- 
other week to have the storied city to yourself. 

You won't be the first tourist. The Romans 
built a garrison here in 75 A.D. and awesome 
traces remain today. Pamplona's cathedral 
stands on the site of a former Roman temple, 
and the Empire's walls still guard the city. In 
its museum, excavated Roman treasures shine, 
along with Gothic saints bearing gold-platter 
haloes and a precious Goya masterpiece. 

Where Romans forged, Christians fol- 
lowed—notably St. James, spreading the word 
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to heathens. Ever since the Middle Ages, when 
his remains were discovered here in North- 
ern Spain, pilgrims have followed his Santiago 
path. Pamplona, where the trail disgorges hik- 
ers from a mountain pass, has flourished as a 
major holy stop along the way. 

Then there are the pilgrims of another 
stripe—the devotees of Hemingway, who 
brought Pamplona to the world's attention as 
an ardent enthusiast of the running of the bulls. 
Gertrude Stein had advised the fledgling story- 
teller, “Со to Pamplona and you'll no longer be 
a journalist, you'll be a writer." It worked. 

These days fans can pick up the scent in Ho- 
tel La Perla, where his room, 207, is kept exact- 
ly as it was when he watched the bull stamped- 
ing past its balcony. Stop in at Bar Iruna to snag 
his favorite table, shared with Hollywood's Ava 
Gardner and Orson Welles when they filmed 
The Sun Also Rises here in 1957. 

Hemingway's statue anchors the bullring, 
where visitors can peep into the matadors' 
chapel, and, conveniently across the hall, the 
emergency room. Pop for a ticket in Box 2, Er- 
nest's seat. 

Pamplona offers an amazing treasury of 
dining options, both traditional and modern, 
including three restaurants boasting coveted 
Michelin stars. At four o'clock—lunchtime in 
Spain—cheery Bar Ina is as closely packed 
with customers as the sardines on their menu. 
Like a bucket crew, customers pass plates 
from the counter to waiting diners. At stylish 
La Mar Salada, paella reigns. Rodero earns its 
Michelin star via a traditional Spanish potato 
tortilla ramped up with truffles. Flaky fish and 
suckling pig follow. Just when you think it can't 
get any better, fragrant strawberries stuffed 
with mascarpone arrive. Drooling? Visit www. 
spain.info and hop a plane. 

In high season in Paris, tourists seem to 
outnumber the locals. Bypass the hordes and 
streak south to Bordeaux. It's where Parisians 
themselves escape on holiday. 

You know its wine (worship it, in fact). So 
come to the source and get to know the city, 
too. As usual, the Romans got here first—and 
planted vines. They sailed up the Garonne Riv- 
er, and where they landed has served as an im- 
portant port city ever since. On the remains of 
a Roman temple stands a temple of another sort 
today, the grand Opera House of 1780. Across 
the plaza rises the elegant Regent Hotel, com- 
posed of five town houses of past centuries and 
arestaurant glimmering with a Michelin star. 

Near it stretches Ste. Catherine Street, an 
avenue of shopping frenzy—and a solid wall 
of people on days of the semiannual sales. АП 
those snazzy boutiques cut prices up to 70 per- 


cent, meaning, yes, you can snatch that irresist- 
ible handbag, those designer boots, at prices 
rivaling Wal-Mart's. 

The town's venerable cathedral boasts the 
formidable flying buttresses of its 13th-15th- 
century rehabs. Here in its Gothic chapel, El- 
eanor of Aquitaine married Louis VII (before 
her later hubby Henry). 

At the neighboring Hotel de Ville (still 
Bordeaux's Town Hall), Napoleon held office. 
Down the street, the Museum of Decorative 
Arts occupies a sumptuous 18th-century man- 
sion showcasing the pretty antique furnishings 
of those doomed aristocrats. The far less elegant 
Museum of the Resistance bristles with spirit as 
it traces the exodus to concentration camps. 

On the grand waterfront promenade, where 
concerts and light shows draw crowds, follow 
those incessant joggers to the gentrified Mer- 
chant District, where a warehouse now serves 
asthe mind-blowing Museum of Contemporary 
Art, complete with a buzzy restaurant serving 
local specialties like foie gras, oysters, and 
mussels with frites. Plus you-know-what wine, 
of course. Speaking of wine....Sign on for an 
intro lesson at l'Ecole du Vin (which I dubbed 
Wine School for Dummies like moi). Talks of 
terroir between sips boost one's insight into 
why Bordeaux tastes so lovely. www.bordeaux- 
tourisme.com and www.franceguide.com/us. 

Dublin's lovely, fans of All Things Irish 
agree. But venture to Belfast and you'll have 
the city to yourself. It’s the boomtown of the 
Emerald Isle—and high time. First, America's 
Prohibition felled its whiskey industry, then 
ruthless Nazi bombing put a halt to shipbuild- 
ing, well after launching the Titanic. Then 
came havoc from the Troubles, whose political- 
ly-charged murals still vibrate from brick walls. 
(The only Trouble I encountered there was try- 
ing to focus my camera.) 

Facing each other on Great Victoria Street 
stand two venerable landmarks: the uber-or- 
nate Opera House and the just-as-fancy Crown 
Liquor Saloon of 1849, beloved for its wooden 
snugs and flowing taps of Guinness. Nearby 
City Hall, frilly as a wedding cake, is the pulse 
of the city with its surrounding greensward oc- 
cupied by teenage Goths, looking like cherubs 
dressed for Halloween. Beyond rises the Bel- 
fast Ferris Wheel, a grand way to get an over- 
view. Scan the nearby riverbank, where you'll 
spot the city’s iconic cranes, Samson and Goli- 
ath, loading ships. Or cross the waterway for a 
Titanic-themed tour. 

Pass the Albert Clock, tilting more than the 
upright husband of the upright queen ever did, 
to venture to St. George’s Market, an extrava- 
ganza of Irish provender, and the newly-gentri- 


fied Ormeau Baths, now an avant gallery. 

Tread the tiny alleys off High Street to seek 
the pubs of your Inner Irish soul, reeking with 
history, and Guinness. John Hewitt is known 
as the literary pub; White’s, of 1630, welcomes 
“lords and ladies, smugglers and shawlies.” 
Kelly’s Cellar of 1720 likewise pledges that “lib- 
erty, equality and fraternity” reign. 

Should you imbibe too freely, seek penance at 
St. Anne’s in the Cathedral Quarter, once home 
to derelicts and now a hotspot for smart galleries. 
Queen’s University’s enticing campus anchors 
Queen’s Quarter, with clubs and eats from pub 
grub to fine dining, local seafood to braised beef. 
www.discovernorthernireland.com. 

While Berlin bustles, Dresden preens. “The 
Florence on the River Elbe,” they called it, for 
art collections housed in gorgeous Baroque 
palaces—until the Allies carpet-bombed the 
city in World War II. It’s been painstakingly 
restored, starting with the Royal Palace hous- 
ing treasures ranging from weapons (“the or- 
naments of power”) to regal garb to weirdly 
wonderful collections of gold, ivory, precious 
jewels and, of course, art with a capital A: The 
Alte Meister boasts all the bold names, from 
Cranach to Raphael, Rembrandt to Vermeer. 

Nearby, the esteemed Semper Opera House 
(Wagner’s home turf) has been rebuilt in all its 
splendor (lots of it fake, as you'll learn on a 
tour). A former stable wall now sports the Pro- 
cession of Princes mural, made of tiles of pre- 
cious Meissen porcelain. It leads to the heart 
and soul of the city, the beloved Frauenkirche, 
a white-and-gold wedding cake lovingly reas- 
sembled from a heap of rubble. 

Then cross over to the dark side: more re- 
cent history that needs to be remembered in 
order not to repeat itself. Benches on the river 
promenade bears a sign forbidding Jews to sit. 
A nearby synagogue has been rebuilt after de- 
struction, with a six-armed menorah represent- 
ing the six million lost. It stands in the shadow 
of the former Gestapo HQ. 

History's next chapter is reenacted at the 
Stasi Museum, housed in its former prison, 
overseen by Putin of the KGB. Providing a wid- 
er picture, Star-chitect Daniel Libeskind has 
designed the Military History Museum to ex- 
amine war. He's taken a Baroque mansion and 
pierced it with a huge steel structure to show 
what war does: upset and destroy. 

Food on the table is happier to come by. 
Dine elegantly at Alte Meister, or for a divine 
dive into grandma's cooking, seek Kurfursten- 
schanke, occupying a sweet building of 1708, 
where liver stewed with pears vies with sau- 
erbraten and schnitzel to seduce your palate. 
www.saxonytourism.com. Ё 
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Put A Ring (Necklace 
Bracelet, Earring) On It 


Jewelry is more than wearable art; it's a way to tell our stories. Now, Ellen Hertz of Max's Jewelry and Jen Bellefleur 
Of New Gild Jewelers are sharing theirs. 


By Kassidy Tarala 
SS 


Photos by Jen Bellefleur 
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Jewelry is one of the most popular gifts 
we get our significant others for Valentine's 
Day each year—and for good reason! 

“Tt may sound corny, but I really think 
that anything can be a romantic gift if the 
right vibe is there between the giver and 
the receiver," says Ellen Hertz, owner of 
Max's Jewelry. ^I would be lying if I didn't 
say that I think jewelry is a perfect way to 
go because jewelry is the way we help tell 
our own story. It’s personal—it’s on our 
body, it's often next to our face, which is 
the most visible part of us to others. It can 
evoke a memory of where you were when 
you received it and certain emotions be- 
cause of who gave it to you." 


Continued on page 18 


Custom Framing and Local Art 
2022A Ford Parkway 
St. Paul, MN 55116 


651-698-3372 


WWW.FRAMEWORKS-GALLERY.COM 


Full Custom 4300 Jewelry e Trusted and Award Winning Talent e Gallery of Independent 
Artisan Jewelry e Expert Restoration and Repair e Call Now For An Appointment (612) 402-0561 


4300 Upton Ave South, Minneapolis, MN 55410 www.newgild.com 
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Max's, which is turning fifteen this May, 
was founded by Hertz when she decided to 
leave her twenty-one-year career in the technol- 
ogy industry to pursue a long-time dream of 
owning a jewelry business. The store is named 
after Hertzs Papa, who owned Max's Jewelry 
Co. in Hamtramck, Michigan, for fifty-four 
years. 

“I like to say that the jewelry biz is some- 
where in my DNA, and that those genes 
skipped a generation," she says. 

Hertz says that what sets Max's apart from 
other jewelers is its assortment of jewelry. “We 
represent artisans who are not only designing 
their own jewelry, but who are also either craft- 
ing the jewelry themselves or working with a 
small team,” Hertz says. “We do not represent 
anyone who sends their designs overseas to a 
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big factory for production. We try hard to relay 
the artists' backstories to our customer. For ex- 
ample, what they're inspired by, what motivates 
them, and how they approach design." 

While many customers stop in for a selt 
purchase, Hertz says the team at Max's truly 
loves helping customers pick out something 
that will be just right (especially if it's for some- 
one special). 

“While we take what we do and what we 
sell very seriously, we try not to take ourselves 
too seriously," Hertz says. “We like to have fun 
and hope that we can create a fun, low-key, no- 
stress shopping experience for everyone who 
walks through our doors." 

Like Max's, New Gild Jewelers is known 
for its unique, handmade pieces of jewelry. 
"At New Gild, everything in our gallery was 


handmade, one at a time, by us or someone we 
know," says Jen Bellefleur, owner of New Gild. 
"Your memories aren't manufactured, they're 
personal—shouldn't your jewelry be, too?" 

Six or seven years ago, Bellefleur and her 
partner, Kelsey, found themselves working to- 
gether in a small custom jewelry studio where 
they were responsible for everything. “After 
a few years, we looked around one day and 
said, if we can do this all for someone else, why 
wouldn't we do it for ourselves? And we concep- 
tualized and started New Gild,” she says. 

About two years into their business, they 
moved into a bigger and more centrally locat- 
ed storefront in Linden Hills. “We continue to 
evolve, both in our gallery and custom work, 
and into gemological evaluation and valuation,” 
Bellefleur adds. 


Continued on page 20 


MCAD CONTINUING EDUCATION ж Hawks View 


Cottages, Lodges & Suites 


Learn from Professional 
Artists and Designers 
without Leaving Home 


From drawing and painting, to illustration Grab your suitcase; согуш ne б п 
а hic design, classes at Minneapolis winter is the perfect "most comtort аке in tre hawks eye 
and graphic gn, А р 3 views of the freshly blanketed snow, 
College of Art and Design can help you time to escape to surrounding the Mississippi River from the 
achieve your goals, all online. Hawk's View Cottages! warmth and comfort of your own room. 


Register for the class for you at mcad.ed U/ce. Guests check in at our Seven Hawks Vineyards tasting room, wine shop & wine bar in downtown Fountain City, WI. 


651-293-0803 or 866-293-0803 + Hawksview.net + Fountain City, WI 
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Filled with love, hope and excitement, this day is yours and you deserve an experience that reflects your love with memories that last a lifetime. 


Breathtaking ceremony and reception site surrounded by views of the city. We are dedicated to creating an occasion that honors the love you share. 
Complimentary up-lighting package when you mention LAVENDER. Могами 
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Like Hertz, Bellefleur says she believes Val- 
entine's Day is a classic jewelry gift-giving occa- 
sion. 

"Depending on the length of the relation- 
ship, anything from a beautiful necklace or ear- 
rings to a ring make sparkly presents! Some of 
our gallery favorites right now include unique 
ruby earrings and necklaces, as well as rings," 
she says. "Pink and red are great colors for 
Valentine's Day. We also have a spectacular 
pendant made from hand-blown glass and 18K 
yellow gold, filled with tiny, fully cut pink sap- 
phires—with matching earrings!” 

Whether you're celebrating a decades-long 
love, or anew romance, New Gild offers special 
gifts for every relationship status. 

“New Gild is a place where casual luxury is 
celebrated. We don’t have salespeople; we prefer 
to educate the public about gems and jewelry, 
and sometimes they take some home! You can 
shop here for beautiful and truly special things, 
without pretense or snobbery,” Bellefleur says. 

For more information about Max’s Jewelry, 
visit stylebymax.com. To learn more about New 
Gild Jewelers, visit newgild.com. li 


Photos by Ellen Hertz 
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LIGHTING 


Creative Lighting offers an extensive 
lighting collection and unparalleled service. 
Virtual consultations now available! 


Save 15% on your next purchase! 


651-647-0111 • 1-94 & Snelling - St. Paul 


an creative-lighting.com 


CREATIVE " 
LIGHTING: Mention this ad or use promo code Lavenderl5. Cannot be combined with 


other promotions. Not valid on previous purchases. Expires 5/30/21. 


“PAUL AMBLE DDS Т 


grandavenuedental.com 
651.291.9667 
CREATE YOUR 


UNIQUE 
WEDDING 
RING STYLE 


JERRY A. BURG 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


Hundreds of unique designs customized to tell your story 
Handcrafted in Minnesota with unique materials, 


including authentic meteorite. Schedule a free 
online video consultation today to start 


3009 Holmes Ave. S. • Minneapolis 16 N designing your dredi ingal 
(612) 822-0865 ahs 651.321.9267 
www.jerryaburg.com JEWELRY RE- Ar www.jewelrybyjohan.com 


Over 20 Years Experience in: 
Family Law | Criminal Defense 
Employment Law 
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COVID 
Roadtripping - 


A Lonely Road 
to the Rockies 


By Ryan Patchin 
[ors 


By the time we cruised into Denver, the drive itself had been a 
trip. About 25 hours after leaving my garage we pulled into another 
one. I pressed the button, I took the ticket—time to let the Jeep sleep. 

We checked-in to Le Méridien Downtown Denver an hour later 
than we'd planned, but that didn't faze the front-end staff at the hotel. 
We were warmly and enthusiastically greeted by Derek, the hotel's 
front office manager, who stood behind layers of COVID provisions. 
He came around the desk with our keys, while maintaining a six-foot 
bubble, ^we've upgraded you to a parlor suite," Derek told me from 
the side of the sweeping front desk. He told us about the rooftop res- 
taurant and hotel's amenities—then pointed us to the elevators that 
would take us to floor 17. 

A tray of charcuterie and a chilled bottle of prosecco were waiting 
in the main bedroom as we did our wide-eyed, open-mouthed look- 
about. After saying ^wow" 94 times we set our bags down and stepped 
into our respective, giant showers. We washed off the prior day's road 
trip and put on fresh clothes. Ignoring Derek's (sound) advice about 
trying to get into the restaurant before it reaches capacity, we hit the 
streets before dinner. 


Dining domes in all shapes lined the streets of downtown. We did 
some quick shopping and walked through a winter/Christmas festi- 
val, which was pretty much a closed-off street filled with brightly lit 
domes and half-filled patio dining. There was charming Christmas 
music and plenty of heat lamps to walk under. That's when time 
caught up. 

We doubled back to Le Méridien so we could get to the rooftop 
before curfew. I checked in with the host on the ground level. While 
waiting for a few dots to connect, I took my date to the lobby bar to 
wait for our table. We sat at a small low-top and enjoyed people watch- 
ing while she sipped a $17 old fashioned and I played host to an air- 
line-style (COVID precautions) Diet Coke. Eagle-eyed Derek noticed 
us in the lobby bar and inquired about our presence. I told him we'd 
been waiting a short time for our table upstairs. He apologized; he 
comped my bar tab. And it was hardly a wait—we were whisked away 
to the private elevators before our drinks were gone. 

54thirty is a hip place and it fills up quick. It's on the rooftop, 
meaning it's open air—making it even more desirable in the times 
of COVID-19. I was lucky enough to have a contact reserve a table 
and couple of hours to enjoy the unique ambience that 54thirty offers. 

Each table in our section at 54thirty had its own gas-fed bonfire 
as a centerpiece. I dropped off my coat on the way to the restaurant, 
so I was underdressed for the crisp December air that cut across the 
rooftop. I was glad to have my own, personal fire. 

54thirty has a smart, focused menu; you won't need to spend a 
lot of time in the decision phase. We both ordered wagyu burgers 
and chips. My date ordered the Peppered Paloma, one of the house 
cocktails, while I predictably ordered a Diet Coke. We each had a bite, 
noticed we liked the doneness of each other's more, and we swapped 
burgers. That move proved to transcend an already unparalleled 
hamburger accomplishment. We kept it simple: a light brush of fancy 
mustard and a couple of pickles. The dense sweetness of the brioche 
bun was the perfect garage for this Bugatti-level burger. 

Thanks to coronavirus, the city closes early. We were among the 
last to be seated and local mandates required less than two hours be 
spent at a table. We were in and out with plenty of time to spare, with- 
out rushing. We dropped a few floors on the elevator and retired to 
our enormous suite for a night of garbage television. 

We woke up to a slow Sunday morning. A grey haze hung in the 
air as I watched cars inching in and out of tiny pay-lot parking spaces 
17 floors below. We still had another destination ahead of us: Vail. We 
gathered ourselves and found our way back to the Jeep. We pointed 
ourselves west one more time. 

98 miles through twisting mountain passes and sweeping altitude 
changes. It's one of my favorite drives and it never fails to impress. We 
turned and tunneled our way through the Rocky Mountains, stopping 
once for gas. A pink-haired woman donning moon boots was strictly 
monitoring the number of patrons inside her mountainside market, 
as to adhere to state regulations. She politely rushed us out the (exit 
only) door after ringing our candy and Black and Mild cigarillos. 
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We pulled into Vail and promptly found a place to keep the Jeep. 
It was a four-minute walk through a picturesque village to the front 
doors of the Grand Hyatt Vail. 

We settled into a much cozier room than the night prior, there was 
no parlor suite. The Grand Hyatt had a classic feel to it; it felt like a 
place where families come year after year for holiday season ski trips. 
Every door was opened for us, and COVID precautions had been 
clearly prioritized. Our room was tidy and offered a fourth-floor moun- 
tain view that perfectly contrasted the prior room's view. 

'The Grand Hyatt had on-property ice skating, shopping, dining, 
and a heated (outdoor) pool. They have shuttles every 15 minutes, 
of which we waited five, and hopped an empty shuttle to Vail Village. 

In the Village, we found ourselves in an enchanting outdoor ex- 
perience. The December air played fair and made for a beautiful eve- 
ning of outdoor shopping in the mountains. Restaurants, small shops, 
corporate stores, another picturesque skating rink...Vail Village is a 
special place tucked into the Rockies, mostly reserved for the ultra- 
wealthy (and the occasional me). I bought some gifts and we grabbed 
a couple of slices of pizza from Pazzo's. After another round of touristy 
shopping, we headed back for the shuttle station. Before I could even 
wonder if I was lost, the shuttle pulled up and we were pointed back 
to the hotel. 

Ski towns operate with the sun. The sun goes down, the ski hills 
close, and you're left with your hotel's amenities to keep you enter- 
tained. We took a short walk, then ordered room service and had a 
quiet night in the mountains. 

We took our time getting ready in the morning; I called for a late 
checkout. A reverse four-minute walk brought us back to the un- 
touched Jeep. Now it was time to head back east. 

For the first leg of our trip home, we followed the route we took to 
get there. Once we hit North Platte, NE, we veered north and came 
home through South Dakota. That ride home ended up being one the 
most interesting parts of the trip. Mind blowing topography, empty 
highways, and faster speed limits made for a pleasurable ride home. 
The highways were empty; we traveled 25 miles without seeing anoth- 
er car at one point. When we did finally pass another motorist, they'd 
wave. I don't know, maybe the road had gotten to us, but guessing 
whether or not people were going to wave made us laugh like a kid 
in a fart factory. 

And then, before we knew it, we were back. Sure, we were 
bummed our trip was over, but we were home, and that's nice too. 
We've been told that home is the safest place; it’s where we're sup- 
posed to be right now. I had to know what the road looked like right 
now. I knew I could safely manage the risks involved and navigate 
my way independently of mass transport. This was a fascinating look 
at middle America during a pandemic—a drive through an inland 
vacuum that painted an accurate portrait of the times. Ё 
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Pandemic Dating: 


Swiping Etiquette 


By Holly Peterson 
[xi 


Dating is rough in the best of times, 
but when you add a worldwide pandemic 
to the usual cocktail of mixed signals, 
ghosting, and awkward first dates, the 
whole enterprise kind of starts to feel 
like a lost cause. I know I am not the only 
one who started to question my single- 
hood as my social media feeds filled with 
partnered friends doubling down on their 
commitment to each other. Babies, en- 
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gagements, sparsely attended weddings. 
It was a weird year to be single. 

So what was this year like for other 
single folks? I didn't even download a 
dating app until I was assigned this story 
and when I did I was mildly surprised to 
actually find people there. Since then, I 
have relentlessly pursued the answers to 
my most burning questions, which are 
hopefully also your most burning ques- 


tions. Did people go on casual dates and 
have casual sex? How did people meet 
people and what kinds of rules did they 
set for themselves and their partners? 

A couple notes before we kick off. 
This was far from an academic sampling. 
I found a decent cross section of mostly 
queer people who dated this year, but I 
stayed local to Minnesota and I did not 
talk to COVID-deniers, figuring that if 


dating was harder for them this year it was 
not because they were doing anything dif- 
ferently. I changed one name. 

This year has been an exercise in con- 
sent as people figure out how to navigate 
varying degrees of caution as it relates 
to the pandemic. “People have had to 
adjust their expectations for 2020," says 
Jamie, *A lot of people have updated their 
profiles to speak specifically about what 
they're comfortable with during the pan- 
demic." 

Most of the single people who I spoke to 
agreed that online dating stayed online for 
longer than usual. “I’m typically [the] kind 
of person that will text for only one maybe 
two conversations then set up something in 
person," says Stephanie. However, because 
Stephanie was living with a high-risk room- 
mate at the beginning of the pandemic, she 
had to find digital ways to connect. 

"My main form of communication was 
texting," Stephanie explains, “Т also shared 
some snapchats and even had a few ‘movie 
nights.’ We would watch the same movie at 
the same time and message about it." 

Provided digital courtships went well, in- 
person dates were almost inevitable. “We... 
gotto know each other on below the surface 
type things," says Ana, “I knew it was going 
somewhere, so that was part of [why I was 
willing to meet in person.]... Also I was get- 
ting tested since I was on the road for work, 
so I’m sure that made him more comfort- 
able." 

Only one of the people I interviewed did 
not go on any in-person dates and everyone 
appreciated folks who expressed caution 
on their dating profiles. ^I am heartened by 
photos of people wearing masks with mes- 
sages stating that they won't meet up until 
the pandemic is over,” says Matthew, “I did 
meet up with someone outside of a brewery 


in late summer...[t]hat was about the max 
of my comfort level." 

Outdoor walks have been the gold stan- 
dard of COVID-era dates, although some 
people got creative. ^I saw two people on a 
date at a park," Stephanie says, "They each 
stayed on their own picnic blanket over 6X 
away from each other and chatted. It looked 
like they were using air pods...so they didn't 
have to shout. They were radiating chemis- 
try." 

Alice met some people she later went 
on dates with at parties her friends hosted. 
These parties had strict rules, including 
negative COVID test results, staying out- 
side for the duration of the gathering, and 
staying home if you felt sick. The group 
that hosted the parties has *a motto of radi- 
cal selfexpression which garners a lot of 
accepting what the present moment is. So, 
pandemic. Okay. We don't want to die or get 
anyone sick, but we want to see each other. 
How can we do this?" 

I asked Alice if she ever skipped par- 
ties because she felt sick and she said yes. 
Shortly after that skipped party she found 
out she had COVID. “А few of us have had 
it, but we're almost certain it wasn't from 
gatherings outside [because the] timeline 
doesn't match." 

То answer your nosiest question, yes, 
people were hooking up this year. Half of 
the people I spoke to had sex with a new 
partner at least once during the pandemic. 
Some folks anticipated relationships getting 
physical and made sure to have a conver- 
sation about COVID rules first. “If things 
crossed over into the physical realm I had 
a conscious conversation of ‘want to be in 
each others’ exposure group?" Stephanie 
explains. 

Other situations were more organic. “I 
didn't feel comfortable going to restaurants 


so [after several socially distanced dates] 
he offered to cook me dinner," says Ana, 
"and, well, just things led to the next thing 
and I couldn't resist because I was a lonely, 
lonely girl." She laughs, but it's a relatable 
sentiment. A lot of us have found ourselves 
craving connection during the pandemic be- 
cause it is in such short supply. 

Conversations surrounding COVID pre- 
cautions seemed easier to broach with new 
flames than old ones. “I’m fairly certain I got 
COVID from my ex,” says Alice. “Once she 
started going indoors, I had issues with it 
and we bumped heads.” 

Things have shifted in the last couple 
months for two reasons: the availabil- 
ity of the vaccine and the arrival of winter. 
"There's no way ГЇЇ agree to real dates until 
Iget vaccinated," says Matthew. 

Dating “felt safer in summer and fall,” 
says Alice. People who have partners now 
have fit them into their COVID bubbles, but 
looking for something new and in person is 
mostly on hold for the moment. Not many 
people want to do outdoor dates in subzero 
temperatures. “If I feel like punishing my- 
self, I could invite someone to go on a walk 
with me outdoors in the middle of a Min- 
nesota winter," Jamie laughs, “I don't hate 
myself that much yet." 

Looking forward, I anticipate a few brave 
souls meeting up for chilly Minnesota walks 
and other outdoor activities, but most peo- 
ple maintaining their distance because of 
the pandemic. It is a little cliché but check 
up on your single friends this winter. Some 
of us are happily independent and some are 
longing for romance, but most of us have 
had at least one moment this year where we 
felt crushed by loneliness. Here's hoping for 
a short winter and a fast roll-out of the vac- 
cine so we can leave the dating rituals we 
learned in 2020 behind. E 


With more than 83, 000 
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BigGayNews.com is your 
source for GLBT news. 


Visit BigGayNews.com for your weekday 
news featuring Local, National and 
International GLBT News. 
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=| Hemisphere Inspires You to 
4 Achieve the American Dream 


By Joey Amato 


Rob Shinno is the founder of San Diego-based band 
Hemisphere, a fixture in the Southern California LGBTQ 
music scene. Shinno formed Hemisphere with sax player 
Don Bowman in the early 1990s and became a staple of 
the San Diego and Los Angeles Pride festival stages for 
many years, headlining the event on numerous occa- 
sions. Hemisphere has shared the stage with rock icon 
Joan Jett and Berlin among other acts. 

Shinno and Hemisphere have recorded and released 
many albums in their career, including Blue Planet 
Dreams which garnered critical acclaim and was nomi- 
nated for ‘Best Album of the Year’ by the San Diego Mu- 
sic awards. The band has also had the incredible oppor- 
tunity to perform at the acclaimed Newport Beach Jazz 
Festival. 

Two members of the band are openly gay, which 
was not common of musicians in the 90's contemporary- 
smooth jazz scene. “I would say that back then almost no 
artists in that space were out publicly,” states Shinno. “I 
was one of the only smooth jazz-fusion folks who would 
go from Newport Jazz to San Diego Pride in the same 
week, and we have no real regrets." Don Bowman, Hemi- 
sphere's sax player and vocalist is also gay. 

Their latest album, American Dreams is meant to be 
a journey thru various themes that help to define us a 
community, and as a nation. “If you listen to the end of 
the opening track 'America' you get the sense of unity, 
diversity, and equality that we are hoping to convey on 
the album," mentions Shinno. “From there, you get right 
into the track ‘Dance Club’ which speaks to diversity and 
inclusion for the LGBTQ+ community as well as other 
marginalized groups. We all have someplace we go to 
feel comfortable and relaxed, regardless of our views or 
differences." 

The first single, "Transmission", was written by 
Shinno and drummer Mike McQuilken to emphasize 
an increasing amount of opinions about a variety of top- 
ics that now formed social media. “If you really break it 
down, there is a different dynamic to stating an opinion 
online and having a real conversation with someone. 
Whether it's about a specific topic, or in some relation- 
ship it is so much healthier to have the conversation, 
than a one-way communication. We can call get along if 
we are willing to communicate." 

Hemisphere draws influence from LGBTQ icons in- 
cluding David Bowie, Depeche Mode, Duran Duran, and 
of course, Queen. “I am a child of the 80s, so many great 
bands and artists were happening then. Music was so 
versatile back then,” recalls Shinno. “As you can hear, I 
am also a fan of the 90s Pat Metheny era as well as Pet 
Shop Boys dance stuff. We are also greatly influenced by 
the Steely Dan and Tower of Power horns, jazz, and funk 
vibe. Hemisphere likes to mix it up compositionally." 


Continued on page 28 


Uptown | New Brighton | Grand Ave. in St Paul 


One Treatment Center 
Does Not Fit All 


Exclusively Serving the LGBTQ+ Community 
Located in the Minneapolis Metro area of Minnesota, we specialize in: 
* Drug & Alcohol Abuse 
+ Specializing in Crystal Meth and Sexual Compulsivity 
• Residential & Intensive Outpatient Programs 
• Exclusively providing the LGBT community a comfortable safe 
alternative to traditional treatment programs for 30 years. 
The Pride Institute accepts insurances from: 
* Blue Cross Blue Shield e United e United 
• Health Parters * Aetna • UBH/Medica 
* Preferred One • Cigna * MN Medicaid 


Brighten your future - contact us today. 
www.pride-institute.com 
952.934.7554/ 800.547.7433 


Please visit 
jobs.uhsinc.com/pride-institute/jobs for all open positions 
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American Dreams was partially record- 
ed during the COVID-19 pandemic, with 
Shinno and the band having to adjust their 
typical recording style. “We were initially 
slated to be in the studio for the album in 
April but due to COVID and the lockdown, 
we did not get started until August on a 
compressed schedule. With health and 
safety at the ‘top-of-mind’, we really had to 
think out how it would all go. Luckily, we 
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were pleased with the result, in part due 
to our engineer and mixer Peter Sprague, 
as well as flexibility by all the players and 
guest artists including album mastering by 
the legendary Bernie Grundman." 
Hemisphere is a visual band incorpo- 
rating video collage elements and custom 
visual effects into their live performances. 
'The visuals help accent the music and allow 
for a more immersive experience. Shinno is 


eager to bring the band on the road in 2021. 
“We have the American Dreams album and 
a back catalog of songs to choose from. In 
addition, about half of the songs for the 
next album Unity are in the works, so un- 
like American Dreams I think we will test 
drive them live." 

For more information about Hemi- 
sphere and to listen to American Dreams, 
visit www.hemisphereband.com ll 


OUR LIVES 


HEALTH & WELLNESS | BY RYAN РАТСНІМ 


Ramsey County Offers 
Free HIV Testing 


Ramsey County and the Minnesota 
Department of Health have teamed up 
to offer free, at-home HIV testing kits. 
I asked Hilary Zander, a nurse with 
Ramsey county, a few questions about 


the initiative. RA M S EY 
WHO ARE THE KITS FOR? (COUNTY 


Anyone who qualifies for a test can 
get one! There are two eligibility com- 
ponents. First, if someone had an HIV test within the last three months, 
it is too soon for the testing technology in the at-home test kit to pick up 
an infection. Second, the individual needs to have one risk factor in the 
last year. Examples of risk factors include any sex without a condom, an 
STD in the last year, injection drug use, and if they’re uncertain if their 
sex partner(s) have HIV. 


HOW DOES ONE OBTAIN AN AT-HOME TEST? 

Advertisements on various online platforms (YouTube, Instagram, 
Facebook, dating apps), radio, and public transit will direct viewers to a 
link to take the online eligibility survey. If the individual is eligible, we 
mail them the free test. 


COST? 


Free! If the individual responds to the follow-up survey (a link is sent 
via text or email about a week after receiving the test), they will get a 
$25 gift card. 


IS TESTING A STRAIGHTFORWARD PROCESS? 
EASY TO USE? 


Yes! The test is a mouth swab. There are easy-to-follow directions to 
guide the individual. If someone would like a Clinic 555 health educator 
to walk them through the testing process, we can do that over phone or 
video call. ll 


а. COMING SOON : 
"^. The 2021 launch of the 2nd Annual : 


uma; SAN 
PRIDEL 2 HOME 
PARTIES 


Home is where the heart is and where Pride resides. 
June 18-20, 2021 


This year's beneficiary: 


clare housing eg" 


ege 
100+ Pride parties / 1,000+ attendees held at Twin Cities homes. 


HOME * HEALTH * HOPE 


Your Pride in a Box kit includes: 
Party decorations - gift cards to use towards purchase of party 
beverages and food - gift cards to area businesses 
- Pride (8 Home Party swag - Sponsor swag 


Each of the parties will adhere to CDC 
& state health guidelines for crowd size. 


For more info and to order your "Pride in a Box’ kit, 
visit www.clarehousing.org/pride diis. 


NEW THIS YEAR: 


3 Pride (O Home Parties 


will win curbside concerts 
from Kat Perkins, 
The Voice Season 6 


For more info about hosting a party 
or sponsoring the event, 
email barry@lavendermagazine.com. 
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DATING & RELATIONSHIPS | BY КАЗ 


БИИ 7 


Let's Quarantine 
Together 


During COVID-19, everything looks a little different. Valentine's Day is no exception. 


Iremember when we first became fully sub- 
merged in the COVID-19 pandemic, and a big 
question mark hung over the dating universe: 
How are people going to date when we can't get 
within six feet of each other? Then an even big- 
ger question emerged: Wait, how will people 
have sex?? 

For many, this meant sticking to dating 
apps, FaceTime, and Zoom dates, and lots and 
lots of sexting. For others, it meant weeks-long 
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quarantining with one person for a sort of sex 
staycation. And for those of us, like myself, 
who've been with a live-in partner throughout 
all of this, dates and sex came quite easily... 
but at times, perhaps too easily. 

With Valentine's Day right around the 
corner, the emphasis on finding a romantic 
partner is greater than ever. Whether you're 
looking for a physical, no-strings-attached re- 
lationship; a sweet, simple date with someone 


you recently started seeing; or you desperately 
need to spice things up with someone you've 
been spending the past nine or so months with 
in sweatpants—these coronavirus-era Valen- 
tine's Day ideas are perfect for staying in, stay- 
ing safe, and staying sexy. 


A DAY IN BED 


This year, Valentine's Day is on a Sunday, 
which to many of us is better known as “Lazy 


Continued on page 34 


LAVENDER LINK 


SIGN UP FOR LAVENDER'S 
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER! 


“ My diagnosis doesn't Disability 
get in the way of living 
my best life." 


4 SIMPLY VISIT THIS LINK 
@ LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM/LAVENDERLINK 


ENTER YOUR EMAIL 
ADDRESS ALONG WITH 
@ YOUR NAME. 


CONFIRM YOUR SUBSCRIPTION. 
2 CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR A 
e CONFIRMATION EMAIL AND LINK. 


LAVENDER LINK IS A WEEKLY NEWSLETTER ; 
WITH INKS TO EXCLUSIVE STORIES ON the future, the experts at the Hub have years of experience 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM, CONTESTS, mmm helping people with disabilities, and the people who 
LAVENDER EVENTS, AND MUCH MORE! . AME support them. A free resource. You can ask us anything! 


Your best life, your way. 


Whether facing an immediate concern or planning for 


1-866-333-2466 disability mn.org Follow us on Facebook! 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local LGBTO-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Community 
Connection, call 612-436- 

4698 or email advertising 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADOPTION & FOSTER САВЕ 


MN ADOPT 


Finding families and providing information, 


education, and support to Minnesota 


Adoptive, Foster and Kinship communities. 


2446 University Ave. W., Ste. 104 
St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115, (866) 303-6276 
info@mnadopt.org 
www.mnadopt.org 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 


Quorum 

Minnesota's LGBTQ+ and Allied 
Chamber of Commerce working to 
build, connect, and strengthen for a 
diverse business community. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste 209 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


CASINOS 


Mystic Lake Casino Hotel 

Nonstop gaming excitement with 
slots, blackjack, bingo and more plus 
distinctive bars and restaurants. 

2400 Mystic Lake Blvd. 

Prior Lake, MN 55372 

(800) 262-7799 

www.mysticlake.com 


COLLEGES. SCHOOLS, 
UNIVERSITIES 


Metropolitan State University 

he Twin Cities only public, urban 
comprehensive university. Take your next 
step with us! 

700 E. 7th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

651) 793-1300 

www.metrostate.edu 


DISABILITY RESOURCES 

Disability Hub MN 

Free statewide resource to help solve 
problems, navigate the system and plan 
or your future. 

-866-333-2466 
www.disabilityhubmn.org 


EVENT VENUES 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 М. 5th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


Alzheimer's Association 

Providing free care consultations, 
community education programs, a 24/7 
helpline and support groups throughout 
Minnesota. 

7900 W. 78th St., Ste. 100 

Edina, MN 55439 

Helpline 800-272-3900 

alz.org/mnnd 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS — on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.cdliveness.org 


Family Tree Clinic 

We're a sliding fee clinic that also 
accepts insurance & assistance programs. 
Be healthy. Be you! 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55104 

(651) 645-0478 

www.familytreeclinic.org 


JustUs Health 

LGBTQ-friendly counseling and referral; 
HIV prevention and support; public 
education, research and advocacy. 
#HelpHelps 

2577 Territorial Road W. 

Saint Paul, MN 55114 

(800) 243-7321 Minnesota AIDSLine 
(612) 341-2060 General info 

www JustUsHealth.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 
800 Transfer Rd. #31 
St. Paul, MN 55114 
651) 645-2948 
www.namihelps.org 


Pride Institute 

Provides residential and outpatient 
reatment services for substance use 
disorder and addition exclusively to the 
LGBTQ+ community. 

4400 Martin Dr. Eden Prairie, Minnesota 
55344 

2101 Hennepin Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 
55405 

888) 616-5031 

www.pride-institute.com 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Fl. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 

reddoor@hennepin.us 
http://reddoorclinic.org 


MUSEUM 


Minneapolis Institute of Art 

Enjoy masterpieces from all over the 
world & every period of human history. 
2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-3000 

www.artsmia.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Chanhassen Dinner Theatres 
The nation’s largest professional 
dinner theatre and Minnesota's own 
entertainment destination. 

501 W. 78th St. 

Chanhassen, MN 55317 
952.934.1525 
www.ChanhassenDT.com 
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Cowles Center for Dance and 
Performing Arts 

The Cowles Center is a catalyst for the 
creation, performance, education, and 
celebration of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.thecowlescenter.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55402 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 

Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Community. Bold Outreach. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 
www.hennepinchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, 
One Church. Find us on Facebook and 
Twitter. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 
An open and affirming congregation, 
welcoming persons of all sexual 
orientations, gender expressions and 
identities. 

1200 Marquette Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 332-3421 
www.westminstermpls.org 


SENIOR SERVICES 


Senior Community Services 
Provides caregiver support, resource 
counseling for seniors, home chores for 
seniors, and Medicare support. 

10201 Wayzata Blvd., #335 
Minnetonka, MN 55305 

(952) 541-1019 
www.seniorcommunity.org 


SOGIAL SERVICES 

Children’s Home & LSS 

Proudly serving ALL children and families 
through foster care, adoption & post- 
adoption services. 

1605 Eustis St. 

St. Paul, MN 55108 

(651) 646-7771 

welcome@chlss.org 
http://www.chlss.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 


Minnesota State Parks & Trails 

There are 75 Minnesota state parks and 
recreation areas ready for you to explore! 
(888) 646-6367 

www.mndnr.gov/parks 


Stonewall Sports - Minneapolis 
LGBTQ+ community-based sports 
organization with new dodgeball, kickball 
and tennis seasons starting throughout the 
year. Visit our website to subscribe and 
receive season registration updates. 
www.stonewallminneapolis.org 


VOLUNTEERISM 

Gay 4 Good 

LGBTQ organization making positive 
impact on our greater community. 
Volunteering for social & environmental 
causes. 

(562) 684-8210 

www.gayforgood.org 


YOUTH 


Face to Face 

Supports youth ages 11 to 24 with health 
care, mental health services, and basic 
needs services for youth experiencing 
homelessness. 

1165 Arcade St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 772-5555 

admin@face2face.org 
http://www.face2face.org 
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AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE HOME SERVICES REAL ESTATE 
Family Owned & > cp llt, es 
Operated Since 1950 MATT "6 TREE SERVICE Ei. [qum 


Estimates 7am-5pm All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 
28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mnls • 612-872-6671 


Roering Auto Body - Woman Owned 
90 Dale St N., St Paul 55102 
651-221-0919 
www.roeringautobody.com 


We Take Care of you and your vehicle 


GUN SHOPS 


MISSING YOUR TARGET? =] 


Sight-in Package 


WE CAN FIX THAT! 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


н“ 


Take PRIDE in your teeth 


TY) n Г Fe — 
off Sudit DDS "MS 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping * Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Loc Geng: . os & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Bore: 

and Oak Wilt er еше 


Serving you for over 100 years! SSSINCE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 


Emergency Service Available 
WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002РМ & 3272MB 


MillCity 
RESTORATION 
» Career Painters 


» Clean Freaks 
» Insured 


Martin O'Connor 
612.501.2676 | martin@millcityrestoration.com 


INSURANCE 


HOME SERVICES 


After a Century of Service - 


We Know Our Business 


612-354-4764 
www.McQuillanBros.com 


763.535.4788 


davina@davinabaldwin.com 


6262 Boone Ave. N. 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 


AUTO | HOME | LIFE | HEALTH | BUSINESS 
www.davinabaldwin.com 


Davina M. Baldwin 


nwalker@cbrealty.com 
612.827.9537 
‘TheNancyWal 


© 612.387.3985 

© CurtLarsonPS@gmail.com 
& © CurtLarsonHomes.com 
© CalBRE 701974318 


BERKSHIRE | California 
HATHAWAY Properties 


Э BELCHER 


Senior Real Estate Specialist 
Experienced and Knowledgeable 


612-805-8880 - 


Call for your FREE Home Evaluation! 
scott.belcher@results.net 
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DATING & RELATIONSHIPS BY KASSIDY TARALA 


Photo courtesy of Bigstock/TopFoodPics 


Day.” Lounge around with your special some- 
one, make breakfast in bed, do a crossword 
together, cuddle with your pets, watch a ro- 
mantic movie, or get as close as physically 
possible. Whatever you do, make sure to keep 
your phones off and your full attention on each 
other. 

During the pandemic, it’s been difficult to 
find new things to do. Make Valentine’s Day 
your day to try something new with your love. 
Maybe try а new hobby together, watch a cook- 
ing video and try a new recipe, get a new sex 
toy and try that out. Have a slow day, and take 
your time learning something new about each 
other, either to rekindle an old flame, or to heat 
up a new romance. 

While you're getting cozy at home, there's 
no better way to bond than cooking. Join a vir- 
tual cooking class instructed by professional 
chefs from across the world. From risotto to 
macarons, learn how to make some of your fa- 
vorite meals and treats as a couple. Learn more 
at cozymeal.com. 


ORDER CURBSIDE PICKUP 


The only downside to living in the North 
on Valentine's Day is the weather. Maybe you 
have a new outfit picked out for the special oc- 
casion, and then you have to cover it up with 
layers of coats and scarves. Since COVID-19 
has made us have to rethink how we enjoy res- 
taurants, we might as well take advantage for 
Hearts Day. 

Order curbside pickup from Hola Arepa 
in South Minneapolis for Latin food that will 
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transport you and your taste buds to some- 
where much, much warmer. On Sundays, curb- 
side pickup is available from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m., 
meaning you can do a special brunch, lunch, or 
candlelit dinner—in the comfort and warmth 
of your own home! So put on your very best, 
no jackets needed, and enjoy some of Minne- 
apolis's very best cocktails, empanadas, and, of 
course, arepas. 

For more information about Hola Arepa, 
visit holaarepa.com. 


BRING THE TRIVIA AND PIZZA 
HOME 


One of my favorite things to do pre-pan- 
demic was enjoy some drinks and pizza over a 
competitive round of trivia at one of my favor- 
ite bars or restaurants around the Twin Cities. 
From Golden Girls to Parks & Rec (okay, I admit 
most trivia I partake in is TV-related...), there 
was nothing like some heated trivia with my 
partner or small group of friends. 

We might not be able to do that now due 
to COVID-19, but we can still experience the 
bonding and closeness of trivia with our loved 
ones from home. Join a virtual game of trivia 
and test your team-building skills with your 
S/O over some delicious pizza and cocktails. 
Order delivery from Black Sheep for all of the 
fixings for a delicious, cozy, and casual night at 
home with your special someone. 

Check out apps like HouseParty or JackBox 
for fun trivia that will transport you to a crowd- 
ed, cozy bar. For more information about Black 
Sheep, visit blacksheeppizza.com. li 
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The 2021 Subaru Outback features standard Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive with up to 33 MPG. 
With upgrades to safety, capability, comfort and technology, the Outback now offers the Subaru 
DriverFocus® Distraction Mitigation System for the first time ever. And it's still designed to be the 
longJasting and dependable adventure companion you love. 
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7801 LYNDALE AVENUE S. BLOOMINGTON, MN 55420 
www.bloomingtonsubaru.com | 763-392-9959 


